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The book discusses wealth, its conditions, to whom it belongs and how it 
is divided; the institution of property; honest money; capital, credit, and 
interest; labor and competition; the grievances of the poor; the abuses and 
duties of wealth; the mutual benefit accruing to buyers and sellers; employers 
and the employed and the interest of each in the other. In his treatment of a 
given topic the writer relies upon simplicity of statement and example rather 
than upon a definition to be memorized, and avoids introducing technical 
distinctions and complex relationships which are difficult of interpretation 
by the beginning student. Thus, the discussion of labor and wages is 
introduced with this paragraph : 

If any large group of people, the iron founders, for instance, stop working, the 
supply of iron for the Nation is cut down at once. Everyone presently suffers. On 
the contrary, the larger the number of the workers is, the more regularly they work, 
the more they accomplish, and the fewer the drones in the hive, the greater is the 
product, and the more on the whole everyone has; wages therefore tend to rise. It is 
the same with a nation as it is with a farmer's household. If all his children work 
they have produce to sell and grow prosperous. Why are wages higher in the United 
States than in Europe ? It is because our product is greater [p. 50]. 

The book is designed to meet the demand for a text which is suitable in 
scope and style for pupils in the intermediate grades. Or it may be used as a 
means of enriching the content, or of explaining many of the problems, of 
other courses. 

Business English. — The modern social order is divided into various fields 
of activity. Each of these fields has developed habits of thought and expression 
which are, in a sense, peculiar to itself. These divergencies of social habits 
must be recognized in determining the nature of school instruction. 

Assuming that business gives to English a "direction and emphasis" 
which requires special attention, Bartholomew and Hurlbut have prepared a 
book 1 which "intends to interpret English as used by the careful business man 
of to-day. " Chapter i of this book indicates the need of a study of business 
English. Succeeding chapters take up such subjects as the business vocabu- 
lary, " Common Errors, " clearness and emphasis in written expression. Chap- 
ters viii, ix, and x deal with oral English. Five chapters are devoted to the 
study of various forms of letters. The subject of advertising is given thorough 
consideration. 

The following paragraph from the Preface explains still further the purpose 
and content of the book. 

One of the great aims of this book is to impart a knowledge of how business is 
transacted. This is done, first, through a thoroughgoing treatment of such topics as 
"Credits and Collections," the "English of Selling," the "Supervision of Correspond- 
ence," and "Filing and Indexing"; second, through the introduction of nearly a 
hundred topics that require the investigation of definite points of business procedure. 

1 Wallace Edgar Bartholomew and Floyd Hurlbut, The Business Man's 
English. New York: Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. vi+340. 
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The authors restate in a general way the subject-matter of former books on 
business English, except for the studies of business synonyms and common 
business expressions. The book also contains an unusually large number of 
illustrative exercises. 

The book is well organized for use as a textbook. Persons giving English 
courses in secondary schools will find it helpful. 



The problems of nutrition. — Home economics teachers will be interested to 
learn that a much needed textbook 1 of dietetics has recently appeared. The 
content of the book is especially significant in view of the experience of both 
authors as teachers of the subject and of one of them as worker with actual 
problems of malnutrition and of family feeding on low incomes in the Asso- 
ciation for Improving the Condition of the Poor. 

The book starts with a comparison of the weights and heights of the girls 
in the class with the standards for their ages. Following this is a study of food 
values as to fuel, protein, mineral, vitamines, and the requirements of a good 
diet. The authors have supplied the text generously with valuable tables and 
illuminating graphs on these subjects. A splendid and thoroughly scientific 
body of material makes the book a well-rounded and teachable text. At the 
close of each chapter are interesting concrete problems designed to stimulate 
the immediate application of nutritional facts to real life-problems, to answer 
what shall I eat and how much to maintain health. The many arithmetical 
problems bring out both food requirements and food costs.. However, the 
time limitation of the average high-school course will necessitate some selection 
of problems. 

Following the general study of the basis for planning meals, the authors 
make an interesting and concrete section of the book by selecting a family 
containing children of various ages and discussing the marketing problems of 
this family. The high-school girl thus makes application of her earlier nutri- 
tion study to actual food purchase for the family's need. The food require- 
ments of the "Irving family" are discussed in such a way as to make it possible 
for each member of the class to adapt the suggestion to her own individual 
problem. 

The conspicuous feature of Dietetics for High Schools is the unique method 
adopted to make the teaching of nutrition in the secondary schools function 
in the lives of the girls and members of their families. The book seems designed 
to fulfil adequately the need of a concise and practical treatment of the subject 
of nutrition felt so long by social workers, public health nurses, and teachers. 

1 Florence Willard and Lucy H. Gillett, Dietetics for High Schools. New 
York: Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. xx+201. 



